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THE  ARCANA 

 

ermetic hiloſophy is the roceſs of hange.  
ythagorean hiloſophy is the ltimate ature of eality, 
and the eaning of i fe.   

athematics is the anguage of od.  ythagoras 
ſuggested that it is an expanding attern expreing and 
revealing the ltimate ature of eality.  he ſequence of 
atural umbers correſponds to the ſame ſequence of the 
rinciple ysteries of i fe in the order of their Importance; 
and the eys to theſe ysteries are the umbers themſelves.   

he ſequence of the first four umbers and their aociated 
ysteries is the baſis of the ree of i fe of the ebrew 
abbalah.  he etragrammaton, the four letters of the ame 
of od, repreſents the ſame ſequence of umbers and 
ysteries.  ythagoras called the ſame ſequence of ideas 
etractys, repreſented as pictured on the itle age.   



 

 

eraclitus had the idea that othing could exist as a 
hing in Itſelf, but could only exist by the multaneous 
existence of its oppote.  e expand this idea by combining it 
with the aoist principle that the direions of ang and in 
(On and Off, expanding towards Infinity and contraing 
towards ero), ſucceed each other in turn, as when reaching the 
imit in either direion, they turn to go the other way 

(enantiodromia: Tao).   

he ppearance of the niverſe is the fluuation 
between ll and othing, the endleſs atterns of which 
thence enſuing evolving eventually to produce i fe and 
onſciouſneſs, on its way to endleſs expanon into further 
ovelty and ever increang omplexity.  

e are alive. 



 

ARCANUM I YOD    
    ether  

   inah  hokmah 
    Moon  Sun 
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   Water  Fire 
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 Yin Yang 
 Passive Aive 
 Contraion Expansion 
 Receptive  Creative 
 Inertia Novelty 
 Gravity Energy 
 Apollo Dionysus 
 God Eros 
 Positional Chess Combinational Chess 
 Theology Metaphysics 
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ARCANUM  II  
Yang 



 

 

 

 “From Tao there comes One. 
  From One there come Two. 
  From Two there comes Three. 
  From Three there come all things.” 
 
 ~  Lao Tzu 
 ao e hing 

 

ARCANUM  III 
Tao 



 

 
 

 
Wands Cups  
eſod od 
Air Water 
SUMMER AUTUMN 
Old Yang Young Yin 
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Swords Pentacles  
etzach alkuth 
Fire Earth 
SPRING WINTER 
Young Yang Old Yin 
—    — —    — 
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Life 
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ARCANUM  V 

Change 



 

 COAGULA 
GIVE old RECEIVE 
 in un opper 
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 oyous eaven entle 
 ake h’ien ind, ood 
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 hên  ên  
 hunder ’un ountain 
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 ars eceptive aturn 
 Iron arth ead 
EXPAND rima ateria CONTRACT 
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God – Life – Light 
Consciousness – Free Will – Health 

Love – Harmony – Peace 
Clarity 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Expanſion ontraion 
into ovelty to the enter 

  
Creative Receptive  
Yang Yin  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Confusion 
Hatred – Anger – Confli 
Chaos – Karma – Disease 

The Devil – Death – Darkness 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	he eys of the rcana
	The Theory of Everything
	by John Roland Stahl
	o elow.
	Change

		2019-07-13T18:54:10-0700
	John Roland Stahl




